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Master Plan Acceptance Resolution

Jennings County Parks and Recreation 2015-2019 Master Plan

Whereas, the Jennings County Park and Recreation Board is aware of the parks and recreation needs of the Jennings
County Indiana, and;

Whereas, the Board realizes the importance of sound planning in order to meet the needs of it’s citizens,

NOW, THERFOR, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE, JENNINGS COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION BOARD,
by unanimous declaration, does adopt the Jennings County Park and Recreation 2015-2019 Master Plan as its official
plan for the next five years, for the growth and development of park and recreational opportunities in Jennings County,
Indiana.

—_—

Passed and Signed this 5/2 ..... 2US wiok...........] \) /v\,&/\ ..... ,2015

/

ATTEST:

Board President:

Secretary:

(oo 9 K

Place holder
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504 Compliance Form

(two pages)
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Assurance of Compliance
Section 504

Of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

; [

(Wi A
The J( D W J‘-%D‘/’f‘/c}( ....... (Applicant) has received and read the guidelines for compliance with Section
504 of the rehabilitation Act of 1973 issued by the United States Department of the Interior and will comply with
these guidelines and the Act.

Applicant Secretary

Secretary’s Printed name...... C\ I § £Fiit ‘\ ’{ )'\ VLN

Place holder

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024



Appendix C

JCPR Master Plan 2015-19

Vernon/Muscatatuck/North Vernon
Trail Project

(three pages)
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Trail Plan from Last Master Plan

Vernon - Muscatatuck Park - North Vernon Trails | Y
Master Plan ?

Inidisng Fistosscal National Register

Wazker of Historic Places Site

1 Veron Historical Markers 1 Vernon Historic District

(3 Markers at Courthouse) | (2 North Vernon Area (4 Sites)

a. Annadale - 502 Jennings St

b. North Vernon Downtown
Historic District

c. State Street Historic District

d. Walnut Street Historic District

3 Muscatatuck Park

John Hunt
=Molan=rhlg=Tnn_ A —
(Driving Tour - # represeats
Tour Stop #) ottt indians Toeile
15 Vernon Bluffs to Freedom Underground
Railroad - Driving Tour
" Route 2
Jennings County Historical "Briends and Foes”

Society Museum

C . . First Elevated Railroad
@Jm ad by Viskne Oéatie overpass west of the The

Proposed Trail Legend

B - e LS T
— 5 & FPBH, Inc.

= wm = Tunnel Mill - Park

Proposed Overlook Campground Trail -
O N — \_|_/ Engineers @ Surveyors @ Planners & Inspectors
(L I 1] s_‘:I:'Y ark - North Veron Rails to 72 Henry Street Phone: (812) 346.2045
North Vernon Rails to Trails P.O. Box 47 Fax: (812) 346-8045
North Vemon, IN 47265 Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH
@ m Vemon - North Vemnon Railroad Trail = @ Railroad Boardwalk / Vemon www. com
Commons - Calli Preserve Trail

Plan Prepared by: FPBH, INC. North Vernon IN
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Updated Trail Master Plan

Vernon - Muscatatuck Park -North Vernon Trail
Systems Master Plan

Indiana Historical ational Registes
NGihe of Historic Places Site
1 Vernon Historical Markers 1 Vernon Historic District
(3 Markers at Courthouse) | |2 North Vernon Area (4 Sites)
a Jonathan Jennings, a, Annadale - 502 Jennings St
17841834 b. North Vernon Downtown
b Vernon Historic District Historic District
¢ Morgan’s Raid c. State Street Historic District
3 Muscatatuck Park d. Walnut Street Historic District
John Hunt
= Morgan Heritage Trailes M R
(Driving Tour - # represents
Tour Stop #,
pai . Southeast Indiana Trails
15 Vernon Bluils 1o Freedom Underground
Railroad - Driving Tour
g Route 2
e 5 s 5 "Friends and Foes”
‘6({11 Vernon .
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Society Museum &z First Elevated Railroad

overpass East of the The
g Alleghenies - 1837
@ Jennings County Visitor Center
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|
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nut Groy
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Visegar Mill
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I I l, nce.

{ ) Proposed Overlook Campground Trail
5 Engineers @ Surveyors @ Planners @ Inspectors
County Park - North Vernon Rails to \|/ g b i yin
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esesemes Vernon - North Vernon Railroad Trail

Appendix B

Plans Prepared by: FPBH Engineering
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Z

Vernon - Muscatatuck Park - North Vernon Trails
Master Plan - 2019

Indiana Historical ' I\am.)nal .Regl ster A
Miikes of Historic Places Site
1 Vernon Historical Markers 1 Vernon Historic District
(3 Markers at Courthouse) | (2 North Vernon Area (4 Sites)
a Jonathan Jennings, a, Annadale - 502 Jennings St
1784-1834 b. North Vernon Dowatown
b Vernon Historic District Historic District
¢ Morgan’s Raid c. State Street Historic District
3 Muscatatuck Park d. Walnut Street Historic District

John Hunt

Morgan Heritage Trail =« =i
(Driving Tour - # represents ,
Tour Stop #)

TR

15 Vernon Blufls to Freedom Underground

Railread - Driving Tour

! ! Route 2

@ Jennings County Historical "Eriends and Foes”
Society Museum

First Elevated Railroad
: overpass west of the The
Alleghenies - 1837

@ County Park Visitor Center

X - o , el o

&| This display shows the main routes from Vernon's
A1 | 2008 Master Plan routes that were subsequently

adopted by Jennings County Parks and Recreation.

1 This display reflects the elements of the original plans
| with the Yellow Highlights added to show areas that
have been constructed since 2008 or have been added
~| in the case of the North Vernon Tripton Park, which
; gLl g 2 i has just been built and offers a new extensive trail
’ :d“;f,”f’{’.iﬁi‘f,fi ;lT“‘,'"“" 34 hool b system for the City of North Vernon. The proposed
e el WS = 1 il - - B3 Vernon element will ultimately tie Vernon to the
TR _ o5 - ¢ g County and City of North Vernon Trail systems.
Campground Trail o % 5 » > 3

Ruilroad Boardwalk / Vernon
rve Trail

™

Muscatatuck Trail to Tripton §
Park Connector

Existing Trails / 2019 NLT Plan for Grant Application i
SR T o e o e e —
Features Sm—— Historic Vernon Trail 7 AN
o 8 feet wide Paved Trail N F P B H InC
D Existing Park K 9 °
P Mk m— \uscatatuck Park Vinegar Mill Overlook to %, K / Engincers % Surveyors % Planners 4 Inspectors
HHHH Tril (Buik 2017) Historic Vemnon Ttail T e " ($12) 316 045
e 3 feet wide Riverfront Mountain Bike & Norh Vemon, IN47265 = Toll Fec: 1-866-ENG-FPBH
Existing Trail to ‘::@ Hiking Trail B S

Dog Farm Bridge %‘

Plans Prepared by: FPBH Engineering
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Appendix D

JCPR Master Plan 2015-19

Next Level Trails Grant Overview

Without reproducing the full grant document submitted by the Town of Vernon
in partnership with JCPR, the following pages highlight significant improve-
ments along with some supporting historical context. Full grant was submitted
in round two of the NLT grant Intitative.

NextLevel
TRAILS

All plans in this section prepared by FPBH Engineering
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GENERAL NOTE:

All construction to meet or exceed all state,
local, and federal codes & requirements,
includlng but not limited to current INDOT,
ISBH, IDEM, OSHA, local requirements &
codes. 'I'hedmwlngsaspets.ﬂﬂmkeug
the work of this project are interrelated
dependent on every other drawing and
spec. section. The contractor shall review
all other specs., drawing & addendum (if
applicable) to coordinate all work that
relates project. If an item Ig dra}r\;vgn
or specified on any spec. section or drawing,
It shall be as if it were part of this work and

shall be provided for in the contract.
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\I/ Engineers » &

SCALE: 1'=150'

DRAWN BY: SG

CHECKED BY: DW

DATE: 9/5/2019

Revision | Drawn By Date

FILE NO: 19-11231

CLIENT NAME:
TOWN OF VERNON

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Vernon Park System NLT Grant
Application

SHEET TITLE:
Master Trail Plan

DESIGN PHASE:
Public Involvement

SHEET NUMBER:

/!

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 11




Proposed Trail Facilities and
Amenities -

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 12



GENERAL NOTE:
All construction to meet or exceed all state,
local, and federal codes & requirements,
including but not limited to current INDOT,
ISBH, IDEM, OSHA, local requirements &
codes. The drawings & specs. that make I.E
“the work of this project are interrelated
dependent on every other drawing and

ec. section. The contractor shall review
all other specs., drawing & addendum (if
applicable) to coordinate all work that
relates to this project. If an item is drawn
or on any spec. section or drawing,
it shall be as if it were part of this work and
shall be provided for in the contract.

72 Henry Street, PO Box 47

Offices in North Vernon, Seymour, & New Castle
P:(812) 346-2045 Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH

www.fpbhonline.com

@ FPBH. nc.

DATE: 9/5/2019
Revision | Drawn By Date

FILE NO: 19-11231
CLIENT NAME:
TOWN OF VERNON

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Vernon Park System NLT Grant
Application

SHEET TITLE:

Master Trail Plan

DESIGN PHASE:
Public Involvement
SHEET NUMBER:

2
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Old Vernon High School has an active
indoor Basketball Court and still has a
stage and bleachers that are used for
Town functions

. Proposed area to place ADA Parking Spaces. The
remainder of the existing parking lot will remain as
gravel

pgraphy will not allow full 8 feet
- ail on this side of road. :

Proposed River Overl
architecture to be simila;
e - left, but stone and timx
NOTE: The general layout shown in this plan is for f:ons1dered 480p
planning concepts only and are subject to modification i

during final survey & design.

[ B T it o TR e s
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Pictures shown are 1930’s WPA Structure below
with new playground being constructed by
volunteer labor just visible on the left.

The structure does not allow for a table , which is
why an adjacent new structure is being proposed. A
Water Fountain is also being proposed for this
location.

Proposed Trailhead Picnic Table shelter.
Architecturally to be similar to 1930’s WPA
Structure above, although stone and timber will be
considered instead of the sample shown on the left.

=

k. Proposed Structure
o structure shown on the
er construction will be

»ns during design

GENERAL NOTE:
All construction to meet or exceed all state,
local, and federal codes & requirements,
Indudlng but not limited to current INDOT,
I;:H, IT?EeM' OSHA, Isl‘)cal reqsl;%me?‘les &
es. ings & specs. that make uj
"~ the work of this project are interrelated g
dependent on every other drawing and
spec. section. The contractor shall review
all other specs., drawing & addendum (if
applicable) to coordinate all work that
relates to this project. If an item is drawn
or on any spec. section or drawing,
it shall be as if it were part of this work and

shall be provided for in the contract.

®

North Vernon, IN 47265
P:({812) 346-2045 Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH

72 Henry Street, PO Box 47
www.fpbhonline.com

FPBH, Inc.

\l/ Engineers « Surveyors « Planners « Inspectors

Offices in North Vernon, Seymour, & New Castle

$

{

SCALE: 1'=150'

DRAWN BY: SG

CHECKED BY: DW

DATE: 9/5/2019

Revision | Drawn By Date

FILE NO: 19-11231

CLIENT NAME:
TOWN OF VERNON

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Vernon Park System NLT Grant
Application

SHEET TITLE:
Master Trail Plan

DESIGN PHASE:
Public Involvement

SHEET NUMBER:

>
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NOTE: The
planning conce

du

Existing
[}  Playground/Basketball
Court

Existing Shelter is in poor shape, and the concrete
base is failing as shown. Whereas NLT will not
fund demolitions, if the grant is awarded, the town
will demolish this structure prior to the NLT

construction.

Proposed Small ADA Restroom Concept to serve main |
Trailhead for the project. Concept chosen to fit into existing
period architecture of the Town. The Commons presently
does not have such facilities . Drinking Fountain to be

Proposed sou
this area is 1
parking spot:

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 16



neral layout shown in this plan is for
s only and are subject to modification
ng final survey & design.

Prop
will only hold 4 tables ahd will act as a good resting
place for the main Trailjead of the proposed system.
Rough Sawn and Tiniiber variants of this general
layout will be fonsidered in design.

fination Gérden
Butterfly Garden

: Commons area.

gpole and information Kiosk to be
added on site.

Trailhead Parking are -
: expected to have ADA
lue to topography limits .

g B sas

GENERAL NOTE:
All construction to meet or exceed all state,
local, and federal codes & requirements,
Indudlng but not limited to current INDOT,
ISBH, IDEM, OSHA, local requirements &
‘codes. The drawings & specs. that make uj
the work of this project are interrelated g
dependent on every other drawing and
section, The contractor shall review
all other specs., drawing & addendum (if
applicable) to coordinate all work that
relates to this project. If an item is drawn
or 0n any spec. section or drawing,
it shall be as if it were part of this work and

shall be provided for in the contract.

rs » Planners « Inspectors
'Stymnur, & New Castle

North Vernon, IN 47265
P: (812) 346-2045 Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH

72 Henry Street, PO Box 47
www.fpbhonline.com

Offices in North Vernon,

,g\ FPBH, Inc.

\I/ Engineers + Su

SCALE: 1'=150'

DRAWN BY: SG

CHECKED BY: DW

DATE: 9/5/2019

Revision | Drawn By Date

FILE NO: 19-11231

CLIENT NAME:
TOWN OF VERNON

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Vernon Park System NLT Grant
Application

SHEET TITLE:
Master Trail Plan

DESIGN PHASE:
Public Involvement

SHEET NUMBER:

4
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Historic Places directly connected by the proposed
Trail System

Old Muscatatuck State Park Inn,
then and now. Building now
serves as the Musctatauck Park
Office and Visitor's Center

=

Walnut Grove one-room
schoolhouse (1913) located at the
park next to the Park Office.
Moved to the park in 1990 in
cooperation with the Jennings
County Preservation Association.

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024
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Historic Places direc-tly connected by the proposed
Trail System
(continued)

Mauscatatuck Park (continued)

Original Vinegar Mill Stone cutting quarry
structure was gone by the late 20th century
although the stone foundation and stair work
remained. A new shelter was constructed at the
site in 2000-2001 as shown in the picture below.

_— —— I ~ z
! > ~ 3 ‘
3 % N

This site will act as the Trail hub
in Muscatatuck Park that will
connect to the proposed Hiking
and Bike Trail along the
Muscatatuck River to the Water
Street Trail hub in Vernon.

The natural scenic area below the
overlook as shown in the picture
on the right will act as the trail
beginning for the proposed Hiking Ea&
and Mountain Bike Trail along the 8
River.

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024



Historic Places directly connected by the proposed
Trail System (continued)

e I —

; Vex;nor; plat'&eg 18115 Jennings
J County formed by Indiana Gener
Assembly 1817, Vernon named i
county seat [8]7, Madison -

ndianapoli
\ernor{) 18? Rallmad reached

Masonry Arch believed to be the
First Elevated Railroad overpass
west of the The Alleghenies -
1837-39

Old ""North American House"'
building served as an old tavern,
inn and stage coach stop at
various times and now is the home
of the Jennings County Historical
Society and Museum

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 20



Vernon Town Commons -
First Public Playground in
Indiana - 1817

In addition to playground
equipment, the area contains a
Nature Pollination Garden and a
Monarch Butterfly Garden

The Jennings County Historical
Society is proud of their working
blacksmith shop that is maintained
and used by local smitty Ray Sease
and other artisans. Ray
demonstrates the art of pounding
rough iron into unique items
during the Civil War Reenactment
and Tea Festival.

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 21



Historic Places directly connected by the proposed

Trail System
(continued)

Vernon Area (continued)

Jonathan Jennings

Indiana's 1st Governor
(Indiana Historical Bureau - in.gov)

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024
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Historic Places directly connected by the proposed
Trail System
(continued)

Vernon Area (continued)

ORGANS RAID
3 During the Civil War, Confederate
& General John Hunt Morgan led a
raid into southern Indiana, July 8~
ltsh 1863. O; July II, he demanded
{ the surrender of Vernon.
B Hugh T. Williams, Indiana ?olon
replied that Morgan “must +
1 " b .
8 No

General Lew Wallace -
Union Commander at the
Battle of Monacacy,
Author of Ben Hur: A Tale
of the Christ, and Union
Commander of Indiana
Forces detailed to hunt
Morgan's Raiders

Private Home used as General Wallace's
Headgquarters during Morgan's Raid -
A portion of the proposed Trail will be
constructed to the right of the home to

connect the Vernon Courthouse Square
to the Commons Park

(Library of Congress)

General John Hunt Morgan
Confederate Commander of
Morgan's Raid
(Library of Congress)

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024 23
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Place holder
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Vernon Master Plan

All submitted information was prepared by: FPBH, INC.

(five pages)
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North Vernon, IN 47265
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From the Vernon Master Plan and prepared by : FPBH, INC.
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Jennings County, Indiana
Natural & Historic Resources

To Greensburg

_

To Charlestown|  Paris

TER Historic Covered Bridge|

(@; Museum

—~
——"1 | (V) Visitor Center
G

ﬁ Indiana Historical
Marker

National Register
of Historic Places Site

John Hunt = = = = ==
= Morgan Heritage Trail

1 Grouseland Treaty Line
(Aug 21,1805)
2 Vernon Area
(3 Markers at Courthouse)

a. Jonathan Jennings, 1784-1834

b. Morgan’s Raid

. Vernon Historic District
3 Muscatatuck Park
4 Kellar Grise Mill

1 Vernen Historic District
2 North Vernon Area (4 Sites)
a. Annadale - 502 Jennings St
b. North Vernon Downtown
Historic District
<. State Street Historic District
d. Walnut Street Historic District
3 Edward's Ford Bridge - Stone Arch
4 Benville Bridge - Stone Arch

14 Old Paris Water Well
15 Vernon Bluffs

5 Hannah Milhous Nixon

Southeast Indiana Trails

LOCATION MAP

1" = 5000"

&< FPBH, Inc.

to Freedom Underground
Railroad - Driving Tour
Route 2
"Friends and Foes”

\\ / Engineers & Surveyors & Planners & Inspectors

72 Heary Street Phoae: (812) 346-2045

PO, Box 47 Fax: (H12) 146-8045

Nonh Veman, IN 47265 Toll Free: |-866-ENG-FPBH
W (pbhonline. com

From the Vernon Master Plan and prepared by : FPBH, INC.
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SCALE: 7"°=750" DRAWN BY: SG CHECKED BY: OW ] -

DATE: 8/20/08 JOB NO: 07-7408 72 Henry Street Phone: (812) 346-2045

FOR: Town of Vernon I IC P.O. Box 4 Fax: (812) 346-8045
9 ®| North Vernon, IN 47265 Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPRH

Master Plan — APPENDIX D
Vernon Commons |/ Engincers @ Surveyors & Planners & In\p:clm

L 40 ¢4
‘ON L33HS

www._fpbhunline.com

From the Vernon Master Plan and prepared by : FPBH, INC.
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From the Vernon Master Plan and prepared by : FPBH, INC.
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Architectural & Amenity Concepts

Photos shown are for reference — models provided are not intended to be proprietary
and may be those noted or an approved equal.

Trestle and High School Muscatatuck River
Overlook Concept —

Photo by Litchfield Landscape

Elements courtesy of Indiana Recreation
Equipment & Design, Inc

Wind Vane

Public Restroom
Concepts — Provided by

.,/’_I:I: AL FPBH, Inc
mi\

Commons Shelter Concept —
Campion Model by Classic Recreation
Systems, Inc. — Courtesy of
Recreation Unlimited, Inc.

APPENDIX F

From the Vernon Master Plan and prepared by : FPBH, INC.
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Eco Lake Park
Engineering and Budgeting Estimates

(five pages)
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8 Underground Holdmg Tank 1 Lump Sum $ 12,000.00 -
9 Concrete Pad & Washdown | Lump Sum $ 3,500.00
10 -Aggregate Dnve 1 Lump Sum = § 3,600.00
11 Miscellaneous & Contmgmcws 10% :
SUB TOTAL
PHASE C - ELECTRIC & WATER TO SITES & ROAD UPGRADES

Item Description Quantity  Unit Unit Price
12 Electric Servrce S 1 Lump Sum $ 25,000.00.
13 Water Extension 1 Lump Sum ' § 5,000.001
14 Electric Pedestal | LumpSum $  25,000.00
15 Water Risers 1 Lump Sum § 5,000.00,
16 Miscellaneous & Contingincies 10%

R SUB TOTAL

Job No: 10-8166 Page 1 of 2

&FPBH, lnc

\l/ Engineers & Surveyors & Planners Inspectors
72 Henry St,
P.O. Box 47
North Vernon, IN 47265

www.fpbhonline.com

Phone: (812) 346-2045
Fax: (812) 346-8045
Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH

ECO PARK - CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES

PHASE A1 - 15 NUMBERED SITES FOR TENT CAMPING

Description ‘Quantity  Unit Unit Price
Water Extension | Lump Sum §  6,000. 00
Gravel Pad 1 Lump Sum § 3,000.00
Tap Fee & Meter Set 1 Lump Sum § 5,000.00
Mlscellaneous & Contingincies 10%
SUB TOTAL
PHASE A2 - 15 NUMBERED SITES FOR TENT CAMPING £
: Description Quantity Unit Unit Price
Wate1 Extensron by ST 1 Lump Sum $  16,000.00
Gravel Pad | Lump Sum § 3,000.00
Miscellaneous & Contingincies 10%
SR SUB TOTAL

PHASE B - SANITARY DUMP STATION FOR RV CAMPING

h.|en B LR

@H P B BB

Amount

6,000.00
3,000.00
5,000.00

1,400.00

15,400.00

Amoun(
16,000.00
3,000.00

$_ 1900.00

20,900.00

12,000.00
3,500.00
3,600.00

$ 191000

21,010.00

Amount
25,000.00
5,000.00
25,000.00

5,000.00

$  6000.00

66,000.00

January 24, 2011

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024



{‘\ F ][ B H l nc.
\l/ Engineers & Surveyors & Planners Inspectors
1 Henryist, Phone: (812) 346-2045
P.0. Box 47 Pax: Esxz} 3:6—8045
North Vernon, IN 47265 www.fpbhonline.com Toll Free: 1-866-ENG-FPBH
~ PHASED - BATHROOM - SHOWER & COMMERCIAL SEPTIC SYSTEM
Item Description - Quantity Unit Unit Price Amount
17 Bathroom & Shower House _ 1 Lump Sum § 65,000.00 $ 65,000.00
18 Commercial Mound s 1 Lump Sum § 27,500.00 $ 27,500.00
19 Miscellaneous & Contingincies T 10% ‘ - $ 9,250.00
SUB TOTAL § 101,750.00
PHASE E - ADDITIONAL PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITES
Item Description » Quantity  Unit - Unit Price Amount
20 Site Construction , \ 1 Lump Sum  $ 9,000.00 $ 9,000.00
21 Road Upgrades _ 1 Lump Sum  § 13,500.00 §$ 13,500.00
22 Miscellaneous & Contingincies 10% $ 2,250.00
- - . SUBTOTAL §  24,750.00
PHASE F - PULL THROUGH SERVICE SITES WITH SEWER CONNECTIONS
Item Description Quantity Unit Un{it Pricg Amount
23 Pull Through Road 1 Lump Sum §$ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
24 Cravity Sewer B 1 Lump Sum $ 12,000.00° $ 12,000.00
25 Pump Station 1 Lump Sum $ 9,50_(_).005 $ 9,500.00
26 Mlscellaneous & Cont1ng1n01es  10% ! $ 3,650.00
SUB TOTAL § 40,150.00
Total Estimated Project Costs $  289,960.00
Job No: 10-8166 Page 2 of 2 January 24, 2011
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PROPOSAL

BROOKS & EARL.
CONSTRUCTION CORP.
= P.0. BOX 301
NORTH VERNON, IN 47265
(812) 346-6549 FAX (812) 346-9603

PHONE DATE
10:  Jennings County Muscatatuck Park 812.346.2953 8/13/2012

Attn: Greg Martin 108 NAME / LOCATION N
325 N. State Highway #3 ';C?j Latk‘; ';.a'k X
North Vernon IN 47265 UGGeL Eemares

Campgrounds

OB NUMBER = JOB PHONE
Fax 812.346.8928

We hereby submit specifications and estimates for:

Scope Of Work: Budget Estimates - Campgrounds

1. ALTERNATE 'B' - Install approximately 3500' of 4" SDR 21 water line, hook up to existing meter set provided
by Bartholomew County Water,
Install one (1) frost proof Hydrant and cap off for future extension.
BUDGET PRICE FOR ALTERNATE 'B'  $ 38,000.00

2. AREA C - Electrical pedestal for primitive campsite as per specs, with no water:
(7) - Single pedestals '
(8) - Duplex Pedestals

-

BUDGET PRICE FOR AREA 'C' $ 42,500.00

3. Dump Station and Holding Tank
Underground holding tank
Concrete pad and wash down
Aggregate drive
BUDGET PRICE FOR DUMP STATION & HOLDING TANK ¢ 23,200.00

10%, 70

/

W(ﬁ Pl'OpOSC hereby to furnish material and labor — complete in accordance with the ahove specificat

Payment to be made as follows:

Per Contract

All material is guaranleed to be as specified. All work lo be compleled in a professional
manner according o standard praclices. Any alteration or deviation from above specifications Authorized
involving extra cosls will be executec only upon wrilten orders, and will become an exlia Signalure

e
~harge over and above lhe estimate. All agreements conlingenl upon slrikes, accidents or

Mlays beyond our control. Owner to carry fire, tornado, and other necessary insurance. Our Note: This proposal may be
- orkers are lully covered by Worker's Compensation insurance withdrawn by us if not accepted within 30 days

Ac (,'Cpt'd nce Of Pl'()p()sﬂl ~— The above prices, specilications and
conditions are satislactory and are hereby accepted. You are authorized to do the work
as specified. Payment will be made as outlined above.

TSR (V1 S —

(2] ([ p L1 (R

Nate of Accentance: -
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Making county’s
parks even better

JCPR: Public input sought to develop new plan

by Bryce Mayer

The Jennings County
Parks and Recreation
Department (JCPR) is
seeking public input as it
begins the process of cre-
ating a new five-year
master plan for both the
Muscatatuck Park and
Eco Lake Park.

“We will first be look-
ing at the current inven-
tory of the planning area
while also reviewing and
researching recreational
trends and standards,”
said Greg Martin, JCPR

reviewing issues, site
plans and maintenance
issues.”

Martin and the JCPR
board is encouraging as
many people as it can
from the community to
participate in the
research and planning
process. All ideas are wel-
come that potentially
could make the county’s
parks even better, he
said.

“The first half hour of
each of our county park
board meetings the rest
of this year will be desig-

nated for master plan
review and public input,”
Martin said. “We wel-
come anyone who is inter-
ested in helping us fur-
ther develop our outdoor
recreational areas.”

Park board meetings
are held the fourth
Tuesday of each month at
the JCPR office and
Visitor Center near the
front entrance at the
Muscatatuck Park.
Meetings start at 5:30
p.m. Additional time and

director. “Soon we will be

(continued on page 12A)

Parks ...

(continued from page 1A)

more meetings will be
added as needed, accord-

ing to Martin. :

The schedule for the
JCPR  master = plan
process is:

®* May-October: Re-
view and data collection.

* November:  Pin-
point priority issues for
further review.

* December: Public
opinion review and the
drafting of text.

e Jan. 15, 2020: Sub-
mit rough draft to the

(IDNR).

* February 2020:
Review action plan, incor-
porate IDNR suggestions.

® March 2020: Last
review of unfinished
plan.

® April: Public pres-
entation of new five-year
master plan.

e April 15, 2020:
Plan submitted for final
IDNR approval.

“This is the best
opportunity for the gener-
al public to get involved
in the county’s parks and
recreation process,”
Martin said. “Although

lanning is alw an

sets up the agenda for
spending for the next five
years. Now is the time to
be heard, so feel free to
speak up. Large and
small concerns will all be
reviewed.”

The Muscatatuck
Park’s web site,
muscatatuckpark.com,
will be involved during
the planning process as
will its Facebook pages,
Muscatatuck Park, and
Eco Lake Park.

“Meeting information
will be presented in this
open and accessible form.
From the home page,
click ‘Master Plan’ but-

. The public is also wel-

come to contact Martin at
the JCPR office, 812-346-
2953 or greg.jcpr@
frontier.com.

Omgxmtill gd.vised&)r.-’,:; 1
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Fill out survey to help
Jennings Parks Deptd.

Dear Editor,

To all Jennings
County residents.
~ The Jennings County
Parks and Recreation
(JCPR) Department is
requesting assistance in
surveying the community
about Jennings County’s
recreational needs. The
survey is mandated by
the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources in
our five-year master plan
process.

Please go to our web-
site, www. muscatatujtcéi-
park.com,., ot -t the
Muscatatuc]f Park. page

oh Facebook'to' fill" 6ﬁt‘ 'é
digital survey.

Paper surveys can be
turned into our office,
maintenance office,
dropped off in the mail
box, or sent to
Muscatatuck Park, 325
N. State Highway 3,
North Vernon, IN 47265.
(See the full survey on
page 7A.)

I believe we are cur-
rently experiencing our
community’s largest
influx of recreational
improvement. Likely this
was a bit overdue. Do you

agree or not? What do.you
E{Ipﬁ % thieshddcal

imp rovements such as
thé‘“Mﬁécé‘ta ek TrA
and the potential Girls

and Boys Club?
Please help us gauge
our system and help steer

us in the direction most-
needed for our wonderful -

community by filling out
a survey.

One thing we know
for sure is that we are
looking for volunteers to
form a committee to help
us create a celebration for
the 100 anniversary of
the Muscatatuck Park’s
creation. May 17, 2021, or
possibly the Saturday
before is the date'
hin Gmg Martin. .

Du‘ector JCPR

gvai 10 PIVRCT

—

County pledges
$101K toward
proposed trail

- by Bryce Mayer

The Jennings County Council on
Tuesday committed to a $101,000 pledge
as part of the matching fund necessary for
the Town of Vernon’s application for a
Next Level Trail grant (see related stories
on page 4A).

“I think we need to commit the total
amount,” said Charlie Weber (R-District 4)
before the vote, which was unanimous.

“This is a no-brainer when you consid-
er that this investment will hopefully
bring a $1.37 million project to the coun-
ty,” added Howard Malcomb (R-at large).

(continued on page 12A)

Meeting will give info

Trail ...

a (_contlnued from page 1A)

The proposed project
involves the construction
of a trail from Vinegar
Mill in the Muscatatuck
Park to the Vernon Com-
mons with most of the
route along the north
bank of the Muscatatuck
River. A river overlook in
Vernon, two shelter struc-
tures and a public rest-
room at the Commons are
also part of the project.

h1s is a very b1g

Mayor Dan Wright told
the Council. “We thank
you for your support.”

Greg Martin, Jen-
nings County Parks and
Recreation Director,
expressed appreciation,
too.

Wright, Martin and
Jeff Walker, Community
Wellness  Coordinator
with the county Exten-
sion office, are also: solic-
iting“financial support in
the form of donations
from individuals, groups
and others for the project.

,More detaals are en page

on a proposed ftrail

There will be public
informational meeting ,Al
not a public hearing ,Al
specifically for a proposed
trail project that would
foreseeably be a “game
changer” for the Town of
Vernon and for the
Muscatatuck Park.

The session is set
from 6 to 7 p.m. at the
Vernon Gym on
Thursday, Oct. 24.=1 This
meeting is to show and
explain project plans and
answer questions regard-

ing the project.
As reported in last
week’s Plain Dealer,

Vernon will be applying
for a $1.37 million grant
from a state program to
build a walking trail from
Vinegar Mill at the
Muscatatuck Park to the
Vernon Commons. The
state of Indiana is encour-
aging communities to

build such trails to pro-
mote quality of life and
enhance the health of its
citizens through walking.

Those receiving a
grant from the Next
Level Trails program
would have to provide a
match of 20 percent or, in
Vernon’s case, $274,000.
Already, the county has
pledged $100,000 for the
match and the
Muscatatuck Park at
least $50,000.

Letters of support are
being sought as well.
Information on writing a
letter was in last week’s
news or go to www.plain-
dealer-sun.com.

For more informa-
tion, contact Vernon
Mayor Dan Wright at

812-592-1410 or Jeff
Walker at Purdue
Extension Jennings

County, 812-352-3033.
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& = start ] (® Jennings County Parks ¢ X [-)— ~ I
<« ©) muscatatuckpark.com/ * 7. =
JCPR~  Muscatatuck v Eco Lake ¥  Master Plan 2020 Events Videos Contact
JFNNINGS

COUNTY

Welcome!

Your input is important to us!
Please take our Master Plan Survey by » Clicking here.

» Liability Statement

=t

Muscatatuck Eco Lake

Copyrig

a| & start J@ Jennings County Parks ¢ X [+ v B o BT
« > 0O muscatatuckpark.com/masterplan.php m 7. e
JCPR~ Muscatatuck v Eco Lake v Master Plan 2020 Events Videos Contact
J ENNIN

COUNTY
PARKS &

RECREATION

Al (&) (@) (P)

ICPR 2020 Master Plan Suivey

JCPR MP 2020

General

First round of questions will help us determine your general
recreational profile.

oofanswered e ——0-——————————.

powered by £*» SurveyMonkey
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iohe o Like (O comment &~
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Visitor Posts. >
B Muscatatuck Park
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Muscatatuck Park Share ~-Thank you!
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Like - Comment - Message
About
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; Mo
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5
ey @ Beautiful fall day hike
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Groups Privacy - Terms
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See More
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Beaila 2 Boost Unavailable (53) » % <
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Muscatatuck Park
@muscatatuck

JCPR 2020 Master Plan Survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com//R6SHMML
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W Likedv 3\ Followingv =/ Share + Add a Button
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The North Vernon Plain Dealer « March 28, 2019 5A

‘Making Jennings Healthier

New health-focused group presents their
top prolects to get everyone m | better shape

by Barbara King

Eleven local residents
are bound and deter-
mined
to see
Jen -
nings
County
resi-
dents
o it
healthi-
er.

Walker

The eleven answered

Jeff Walker’s call last -

summer to form a com-

mittee to help him accom--
‘plish that goal as the new

Jennings . County
Community Wellness
Coordinator. .

Walker is one of 45

such coordinators in the

State of Indiana
employed by Purdue to
address the state’s dismal
health statistics. For
example, in 2018,
Jennings placed 89th
among the state’s 92
counties for longevity;
67th in quality of life; and
79th in social/economic
factors.

In an article in this
newspaper last summer,
Walker asked anyone
interested in improving
the health of local resi-
dents to help him form a
“wellness  committee.”
The group has been meet-
ing since August and
announced their goals, as
well as a new name, to
the City Council at their
meeting Monday, March,
25

Joining Walker to dis-
cuss their goals were
Greg Martin, county park
director, and Dr. Steve
Sollman, local vet.

Walker explained
that the group “finished a
vote today” to rename
their action team “Joining

Ask Michelle Howard and her daughter Phoenix if the city needs more sidewalks and
'she will answer with a resounding “Yes.” The situation of walkways is “horrible” in town,
she says as she traverses the Hwy. 50 shoulder to get to a convenience store —Stalf

Photo by Barbara King
Jenmn_gs for Healthy
Living.”

That said, he pro-

ceeded to inform the gov-

ernors about five projects
the group is undertaking:

1. The group plans

“web based information
services” to help the pub-
lic learn more about the
many assets here in
Jennings  that  will
encourage health. These
include the county park,
the Muscatatuck Trail,
the city park, etc. as well
as nutrition education
resources. :

2. The group plans to
initiate the planting of
more trees so “people are
more comfortable out-

. side,” said Walker.

3. More adult exercise
structures will be placed
near. children play areas
to encourage outdoor
activity for grown-ups.

- 4. A program for, veg-
etable and fruit prescrip-
tions” or vouchers is
being discussed with the

. healthy

Jennings County
Farmers Market to make
the purchase of these
foods  more

affordable. Local care

" providers would prescribe

these nutritional foods
per a patient’s medical
condition.

- 5. The last goal was
introduced by Dr.
Sollman, who noted he
has an employee who
walks to his Hwy. 3 North
office daily and shares his
“experiences” along the
way, specifically the chal-
lenges he deals with due
to the lack of sidewalks.
“I think the city needs to
step up,” he said, and
build more walkways,
especially in the newly

.annexed areas.

County park director
Martin noted an “amaz-
ing opportunity” to carve
a new  two mile
walking/bike trail out of
the old railroad bed from
the junction of Hwy. 3 N
and Madison Ave. north.

An “unofficial trails com-
mittee” has been meeting
and discussing this possi-
bility and plans to update
the master trails plan to
include this project.

The Joining Jennings
for Healthy Living group
meets the second Monday
of the month at 9:30 a.m.
If you are interested in
attending or would like
more information, give
Walker a call at the coun-
ty extension office, 812-
352-3033.

In addition to those
mentioned above, mem-
bers of the committee are
Chris Branham, commu-
nity member; Gloria

- Cabrales, of St. Vincent

Jenings; Lee-Lee Ernstes,
of the NV mayor’s office;
Charlinda Evans, JCHS;
Tracy Heaton de
Martinez and Shelby
Eggers, Thrive Alliance;
Chelsea Morrison, Hilex

Poly; and Claire Winship,
"Children’s Bureau.
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Northrw\lernon City GoUnciI

Council mulls responsibilities of |

mowing and of event/festivals

by Barbara King

The question of who
and how grass at the new
Tripton Park will be
mowed was the issue of
the night at the City
Council meeting Monday
night, Aug. 26.

Prompting the discus-
sion was the budget Park
Director Chad Speer had
submitted to the Council
for 2020. The budget was
$349,687, with about
$50,000 for mowing work.

Speer explained that
since it is up in the air as
to who would have the
responsibility for mowing
the approximate 30 acres
at the new Tripton Park,
he budgeted for equip-
ment, gas, and employees
to do the work.

‘It~ would help
tremendously to know
who is going to mow,”
Speer told the Council.

Street Commissioner
Rick Marksberry was in
attendance at the meet-
ing and estimated it
would take four guys two-
and-a-half days to mow
the acreage and two more
guys to complete all the
trimming work. The rea-
son it would take so long
is because “I have to pull
guys off. They get pulled
here, they get pulled
there.”

As far as the trim-
ming, it was pointed out
that this fall there will be
200 trees planted at the
new park, which will all
need trimmed around
their trunks. Also, the
newly placed boulders
along Greensburg Street
also will need individual
trimming work.

Marksberry also
noted, “You can’t send
anyone down there to
mow. You want it to look
nice.”

Council members

engaged in a lengthy dis-
cussion of where and how
the grass would be cut,
with everyone agreeing
with Jack Kelley’s assess-
ment: “We don’t want it to
look like a golf course”
and that some areas need
to be “bush hogged,”
notably the Greensburg
Street side.

Previously, the board
gathered quotes on a com-
mercial business to cut
the grass. Result was
$1400/mowing with
approximately 32 mows a
year, which works out to a
total of $48,000. All
agreed that the city itself
could do the work more
economically.

Clerk-Treasurer
Shawn Gerkin urged the
Council to decide which
city department would be
responsible for the mow-
ing as he is working on
the various departmental
budgets. According to
Gerkin, the Council opted
for the street department
to do the work.

Another issue which
held the Council’s atten-
tion was its
“festival/event commit-
tee” established to over-
see activities at the down-
town Stellar Park and at
Tripton Park.

There is “a lot of con-
fusion as to their duties.”
as to what the new com-
mittee is supposed to do.

“Right now, there is
money but no plan,” said
Park Director Chad
Speer.

The Council told
Speer the park depart-
ment should be responsi-
ble for the fireworks at
the city park and events
such as 5K races. Money
budgeted for fireworks,
then, should stay in the
park’s budget.

The park department
and committee were

directed that “Working
together is the best
option.”

Members of the festi-
val committee are each
appointed by the Council.
Members are: Diane
Barley, Brian Hatfield’s
nominee; Alise Allen,
Connie Rayburn’s nomi-
nee; Deb Martin, Jerry
Lamb’s; and Kathy Dove,
Trent Wisner’s. Jack
Kelley’s nominee recently
resigned.

In other news of the
night:

O RV We Ay
Superintendent Will
Spender noted that he
has expressed to MUTC
that “we need better cor-
respondence between us
and MUTC.” The city was
not informed by MUTC
about the drop in Brush
Creek Reservoir caused
by the valve being left
open. People blamed the
city for the recent water
conservation measure, he
said, but it was not the
city’s fault at all.

¢ “Probationary” fire-
men Caleb Marling,
Lance Olson, and Josh
Hall salaries were dis-
cussed. They have ended
their “probationary” peri-
od and are eligible for a
raise in pay. The three
started at $35,000 and
will now be paid $36,400.

A fourth firemen,
Thomas Nienaber, hired
last August with the
above three men recently
resigned to work at the
Columbus fire depart-
ment “for better pay.”

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024
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5 C|ty forming

new board
‘fore’ golf

by Barbara King
St. Annes Golf
Course will soon have
its own board to over-
see operations at the
‘North Vernon owned

- facility.

The city pur-
chased the 18-hole
course adjacent to its
airport on Aug. 7, 2014
for $510,000. Since
that time, it has been
run by manager Robin
Hall and a three-mem-
ber “advisory” group of
John Bright, Billy
‘Harmon and Jeff
O’Connor, which was
described as “having
no teeth” at the City
Couneil meeting
Monday night.

City attorney

“Larry Greathouse

explained that the
Council would need to
make a motion to cre-
ate a board that would
operate much like the
current City Park
Board functions. The
Council would need to
decide the composition
of the board as well as
the new board’s pow-
ers, such as hiring,
budgeting, paying
claims, ete.

After some discus-
sion, the Council
agreed with

 Greathouse that the

board would. be ﬁvs

ajeujwnj|
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North Vernon City Council

New golf committee charged with ‘taking
good care’ of city’s valuable real estate

by Barbara King

The St. Annes Golf
Course committee will
hold their first meeting
Thursday, Oct. 17 at the
golf course clubhouse at 7

p.-m. The meeting is open

to the public and those
interested will be able to
get an understanding of
exactly what this new
group is charged with.
The North Vernon
City Council met with the
committee before their
regular scheduled meet-
ing for half amn hour
Tuesday night to provide
direction. The Council
created the group to over-
see the city’s municipal
18-hole course located on
airport land. It was felt
the current Park Board

had too much on its plate

with the addition of
Tripton Park and the
Muscatatuck Trail. -
Members of the new
committee are Mary dJo

Bender, Jarrod Daeger,
Phillip Marsh, Kathy
McKalip and  Tony
Starkey.

City attorney Larry
Greathouse wrote the
ordinance creating the
new committee. He
explained the committee
would oversee “issues”
such as trees and
drainage but “more than
anything, the City
Council wants rules and
regulations.”

Those rules should
not be “anything like
Augusta,” he noted, refer-
ring to the exclusive
National Golf Course in
Georgia, but should
reflect “Jennings County
etiquette,” as well as poli-
cies and procedures.

These include fees, mem-
bership costs, range
hours, rain checks, and
high school golf.

The. committee was
“started for Robin
(Brown, golf director),”
said Clerk-Treasurer
Shawn Gerkin, so that he
can concentrate on all his
duties while the commit-

tee develops and “tweaks”

policies.

First and foremost,
though, is the commit-
tee’s responsibility to
“take good care” of this
“very valuable” piece of
real estate, said
Greathouse, who estimat-
ed the course was worth
$2 to 4 million.

At their meeting
Thursday, the president
of the North Vernon
Redevelopment Board or
TIF Board, Pat York, will
be asked to attend for a
discussion on that board’s
commitment to fund cer-

tain projects at the
course.
Budget Passes
Meeting after the golf

discussion, the Council
unanimously passed its
new budget for 2020 and
held its “first reading” for
the 2020 salary ordi-
nance.
Clerk-Treasurer

Shawn Gerkin explained .

city employees with one
to nine years of service
will receive a three per-
cent raise; those with 10
to 19 years, a two percent
raise; and those with 20
or more years, a one per-
cent raise.

However, Park
Director Chad Speer and
his assistant Sue Bright
are to get raises in the

five percent area, because
of  their additional
responsibilties with
Tripton Park.

The salary ordinance
will be voted on at the
Council’s next meeting,
Oct. 28. Per state law, it
has to be passed before
Nov. 1.

Police, fire and utility
employees have their own
matrix for raises.

Council  President
Brian Hatfield raised the
question of a salary for a
new code enforcement
officer posiiton, some-

thing which all Council

members seem to agree is

needed to address zoning
and blight issues in the
city.

Gerkin explained
that if the Council creates
this position in 2020,
there is adequate funding
to pay this new agent. Per
state statute, he cannot
put the funding in the
salary ordinance until the
Council has actually cre-

“ated the job.

In other business:

e Matt Hurley was
named the new Democrat
representative on the
Utility Service Board
after Soup Campbell’s
death.
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Story on

Readers respond
i on social media to
“City pool won’t open
this year,” Plain
Dealer; June 20.

“People can’t just
hold off on swimming in
the convenience of their
own town for a year?
They can’t buck up and
drive the 15 to 30 min-

| utes either way to literal-
ly go to another public
pool? Why are people so
ungrateful? If it’s any-
one’s fault, it isnt the
workers working hard to
get the pool done for the
public. They’re laboring
in the hot sun or unfavor-
able weather circum-
stances doing the best
they can and all people
have to do is whine and
cry about it like little
babies. Find another pool
and settle down. They’re
doing their best.”
Kailey Hodges

- “When it is all said
and done, there will be a
new pool to use for many
years. A few missed
swimming months is a
small price to pay for a
;job done safely and right.
A little patience and
understanding for those
trying hard under these
circumstances. We found
Ceraland has been a nice
alternative.” Tracy
DeShong

“Thank you, Trent
Wisner, for all your hard
work! It is appreciated
and it will be a great
addition to the communi-
ty when it is completed!”
— Tammy Bragg Schrink

“Thank you. There
have been multiple com-
mittees and people volun-
teering their time and
giving a lot more than
even myaelf to make

a rea ll-t] =

so far. Tl wait as la:gas
it takes, but so far the old
pool is blowmg this on out
afsithgowater!” == Cas-

sandr; iclle Bowhn
Smlyn. Y. Y nfﬂg

pool draws big response

Make the best of it until
they do get the new city
pool opened.” — Steve
Hamilton

“Thanks. We all know
quality of life is a major
part of keeping people
here.” — Trent Wisner

“I'm still not sure why
the middle school pool
wasn’t requested to
remain open to the public
during hotter hours of the
day this summer. My four
children, my girlfriend
and I made use of the
middle school pool for a
couple hours a night at
the end of the school year.
We were really hoping
they would offer some
kind of summer swim-
ming/cooling off program
for the community over
the summer. I know there
is no area made for babies
“and extremely young
small children, being that
shallower end is around
three feet deep. However,
it would still be some-
thing for the taxpayers of
this community to have
access to even at a rea-
sonable fee to pay for the
additional costs. Mr.
(Mike) Wagner of the
middle school athletic
department told us he
had personally figured
someone with the author-
ity would reach out and
ask them to keep it open
but they never did.” —
Jonathan Ashpaugh

“Why can’t we all just
be grateful that the local
government is trying fo
put money back into the
community? The new
splash pad at the county
park will soon be open.
Let’s be honest they are
trying to better the com-
munity and infrastruc-
ture the best they can.
Let’s applaud that even if
it’s not at our personal
' —Hi'ke

“Just to be clear,

snobodyswould liketoisee -

both -the: pool cand the
Metidnn Dadle catame 3t

as possible and we are
doing everything we can
to get them completed.
The old pool could not
have been kept open as it
was decided to close it the
year before due to the
cost of even being able to
get it up and going.
Sometimes patience is
the key in order to build
something for the future.
I always realize no mat-
ter what we do, there will
be those not happy under
any circumstance.”
Trent Wisner

“Some of us definitely
understand the process.
Politically speaking, is
there anyone you could
talk to or anything the |
city council could do
about reaching out to the
middle school about
allowing our community
access to a current asset,
which could help some of
those who are currently
waiting impatiently on
the future to get here? I
mean I'll take my kids to
the river or a lake, not a
big deal to me. Some peo-
ple would just prefer an
option, and if it’s doable
and it would make the
people of the city and
county happy then I
guess the question is,

why not?” — Jonathan
Ashpaugh
“Jonathan Ashpaugh,

I will reach out to Mr.
Wagner.” — Trent Wisner

“Thank you! I hope it
works out in the best
interest of the communi-
ty.” — Jonathan Ash-
paugh

“Trent Wisner,
thanks for continuing to
stay positive in the spot-
light when people contin-
ue to be impossible to
deal with. 'm appalled
that anyone can find any-
thing negative about this
situation. The only thing
that enmasto mﬂ when

710 “Fhesisame!
Who ‘complain - tha&«%hi-&
PSRRI T PRV TE Y.

(people

Eder

“We couldn’t afford to
run the old pool. To get it
up and running was more
than the profit they made
from customers swim-
ming and buying conces-
sions. The slides were as
old as me, 20 years, and
the concrete was falling
apart. The liner was com-
ing off and probably
molding. And all we had
was a shallow end, a deep
end and a baby pool, with
like two junky slides that

look like just park slides

slapped on a pool and one
diving board. The new
pool will have actual
water slides and every-
thing new. I mean we
could always open it just
for you? I'm sure you
would lo-0-0-0-ove paying
the $150,000 it takes?” —
Kailey Hodges.

“Kailey Hodges, there
is rarely profit in a pool.
It’s something the city
gives to the people.”
Tracy Purkhiser Eder

“Tracy Purkhiser
Eder, I am not so sure we
should give anything to
the ‘people’ considering
the ones complaining on
this post. That’s all I was
saying. It angers me that
they are ungrateful” —
Kailey Hodges

“Very sad. ):” — Zack-
ary A. Vanosdol

“Zackary A. Vanosdol,
swim at our house!”
Melinda Simmons
Schmidt -

“Raise of hands. Who
saw this- coming when
they first started con-
struction?” — Susie Blev-
ins :

“I have never seen so
many crybabies on one
post in my life. Senously,

s hysterical. “ — Lee
Euler—Ruﬂ'ner
“The old pool was los-

ing money due to low
attendance. They decide
to spend money to make a

“Steve Beineke, for
reall;Lagree. Jt's 80, silly. |
That old pool was in-bad



| “I want fo thank more than the city offi-
-entWisnerﬂﬂthemty

cials. These

ive such a niee
fing built! People, 1

on with mud and
1 around you. T
vers and other towns
ive’ pools to swim in.

'we conld even finalize
them as they are under a
single bond. We started
both projects just as soon

North Vernon Plain Dealer

i (USPS 434-540)

The NORTH VERNON PLAIN DEALER is published each
Thursday at North Vernon, Indiana 47265. Telephone: 812-346-
3973.

Annual subscription prices — sold in combination with The
North Vemnon Sun: Jennings and surrounding counties, $44; rest of
Indiana and surrounding states, $53; rest of United States, $60. All
isubscriptions payable in advance. Single copy price is 75 cents per
ccopy.

Periodical postage paid at North Vemon, IN 47265.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the North Vernon
Plain Dealer and Sun, P.O. Box 988, 528 E. O&M Ave., North
Vernon, IN 47265.

Subscribe Now!
Don’t Miss A Single Issue
North Vernon Plain Dealer & Sun

Yearly Subscription Rates

$44.00 [  Jennings, Bartholomew, Decatur, Jackson,
Jefferson and Ripley Counties

$53.00 [ The rest of Indiana and adjacent states.
$60.00 [  The rest of the United States
College student (living away at school) Subscription—$3.50 /monthly
NAME:
ADDRESS:
oy
PHONE:
*EMAIL
*Email very important for subscribers accessing newspapers on line.

STATE: ZIP:

Please send your check or money order to:

North Vernon Plain Dealer & Sun
P.O. Box 988, North Vernon, IN 47265
Or call (812) 346-3973 with Credit Card Information

S

DISCOVER

NETWORK

Tnpton Park pro;ect done !

alternative things to do
with your family. The
library has a lot of pro-
grams. Other parks and
pools are open in the
counties around ours. Put
some effort into finding
something to do instead
of waiting for the city or
the county to drop some-
thing in your lap. It’s that
simple.” Kristy
Thurston

“I just want to know
why the buildings are
bigger than the pool. I
thought you were build-
ing a pool.” — Todd N
Dianna Curran

“No one thought it
would be done this year,
and that was before the
storms.” — Kayla Cain

“And the reason for
tearing down the old pool
before the new one was
built is?” — Greg Alex-
ander

“Why couldn’t we use
the old pool for a few
months instead of being
without the whole year?”
— Ann Wilson

“The old pool needed
over $150,000 to repair
the cracked and crum-
pling concrete just to
install a new liner. The
concrete would continue
to deteriorate and was
only a short-term fix. It
also needed much more
than just that as all of the
equipment was all need-
ing updated as well. The
decision was made to

" close the existing pool

and start the
design/bid/build- process.
The existing pool was
closed before the current
pool was even designed
and under contract.” —
Trent Wisner

“The price to make
the old pool useable was
exorbitant. By closing the
old pool, money was
saved to add to the new
pool.” — Tracy Purkhiser

41t sucks, but I can’t imag-
ine all of the red tape and |

Iw

there.” — Alyssa

planning goes into some-
thing this big. Then they
can’t change the weather.
As T said, people in the
business of making
money usually try to
avoid the decisions that
lose them money.”
Jessica Young
“Maybe if they had
more than three workers
only a few times a week.”
— Miranda Boggs
“Miranda Boggs, I
work right across the

street (from the pool con- |

struction site) and I can
guarantee you that there
are more than a ‘few’
workers. They have been
kicking butt at these proj-
ects trying to better our
community.” — Ashley
Blackman

“Should have left old
pool open for another
year. Now Jennings
County has nothing for
this year. What a [exple-
tive deleted] summer for
the kids.” — Staci Walt-
ers

“Staci Walters, the
Brownstown pool, Sey-
mour pool and Donner
Aquatic Center pool in
Columbus are still open.
It sucks to have to drive
to go swim, but these are
all nicer than our old city
pool was.” Susie
Blevins

“The old pool was
leaking and would have
cost a substantial amount
of money to have it opera-
tional. That is why the
decision to build a new
pool was made. There
was no way to keep it
open while this one was
built as it was shut down

last year.” — Trent
Wisner
“There are other

pools. We took our kids to
Versailles and had a pic-
nic and a swim. Good

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024

shape 15 years aga when i

S —

things come to thos
wait.” — Robby Rol

“There is the
splash pad at the
catatuck) county
that will open soon
— Mike Cooley

“Staci Walter
worked at the pool i
school 15 years ago
was time to close it
No one wants this
done more than th
ple in charge. Not t
tion, it’s not like th
would be open muc
way considering
rained basically eve
gle day” — Alyss:
liams

“Have you al
thought about may

swimming?” — De
Barger
“Derek L Barge

but, but the kids!
will they do all surr
— Hannah Bright
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Tripton Park—

Work resumes as date set for
memorable opening on Aug. 3

by Barbara King
With dry weather
finally returning, work
T
resumed
at North
Ver -
non’s
n e w
Tripton
Painik
located
at  the S L

former Ertel

Ford’s ;

Crossing/Muscatatuck
Country Club golf course.
Bob Ertel, volunteer

.

project manager, gave an

update on the park con-
struction at last week’s
City Council meeting.
“It’s kinda risky to
construct a park in the
wintertime,” ! he
announced, but in the
end, such bad weather
“might have been a silver
ining.” This is because
the break gave the park
coﬂn‘%f?é?'fime 115}3 o
out some issues that were
“not well thought out.”
Between snow storms
and downpours of rain,
work has slowed down
- quite a bit, continued
Ertel. However, with
warmer weather and sun-
shine on the horizon, the
crews have returned to

the site and are making

up for lost time. 5

Construction of the
Welcome Center is “pret-
ty close to schedule,”
reported Ertel. The cen-
ter is where the electrical
components, restrooms
and a small area that will
have information about
the park will be located.
Bradshaw Construction
won the contract for the
18x44 foot facility with a
bid of $314,966.

Outdoors, the story is
a bit different, which
makes sense due to the
vagaries of weather,
Dave O’Mara Contractor
was awarded the work
with a bid of $1,451,500.

Ertel said that the
handicap accessible 11
foot wide three-quarter
mile long track has been
carved out, graveled and
ready to be paved.
Culverts have been
installed, too.

Material for the
amphitheater, which will
seat about 300, has been
delivered and is waiting
to be put in place. The
seating will not be stone,
as it was too expensive.
Instead, Redi-Rock, will
be utilized.

This is an engineered
product comnnacad ~f -

mixture that includes
natural rock. Blocks fit
together “like Legos,”
said Ertel, and will be
installed for seating
across from the stage at
the amphitheater.

Levels of the
amphitheater will vary
from five and a half to
eight feet wide. The levels
will be grass, with the
Redi-Rocks providing
seating at the rear of each
level.

Ertel had words of
praise for both O’Mara
and Bradshaw staff. “I'm
very appreciative of the
crews working closely
with me — even though
I'm a novice,” he said.

As project liaison for
the city, Ertel , a volun-
teer, reported he is “very
thankful” for Roger
Hughes, who . is being

paid on an hourly basis

for his expertise in con-
struction and excavation.

The formal opening of
the park has been set for
Aug. 3 and will include a
full day of activities. Park
committee member
Kathy Ertel is in charge
of planning for this event,
which will surely go down
in local history as one of

o O Lo B S —==
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Kelly Hatton with the Jennings County Youth Foundation came before
the Commissioners with plans for a Boys & Girls Club. The JCYF has
been planning for a Boys & Girls club for four years. They received a
grant from the Indiana Youth Institute for Strategic Planning and
Assessment. The JCYF were then told they weren’t ready, so they took
the next two years to prepare. A community survey was done, 86% of
adults and 80% of youth agreed on the need for a centralized youth
center. The JCYF developed a new mission, partner with a broad
network of organizations that support the identified needs and
interests of youth in the community. Currently the JCYF is on step 6 of
10, to organize an advisory council. Step 7 would be to secure a
location. Step 8 would be to determine costs. Step 8 would be done in
three phases, property acquisition, facilities construction; and facilities
operations. The JCYF has applied for a Community Block Grant. If the
grant were awarded to Jennings County, 18 months would be given to
complete the project. A city or government agency is required as lead
applicant. The grant proposal rough draft is due May 3 with the final
draft being due on June 28. Jerry Lamb has offered his help with the
property research. There are a few potential properties, but more
research is needed before making a decision. Bob Willhite made a
motion for the county to join the advisory council. Dave Lane
seconded. Motion was passed with a unanimous vote. Matt Sporleder
volunteered to serve as a member.

Jim Reeves presented the facility lease between the Jennings County
Board of Commissioners and the United States of America. The lease
was made and entered April 12, 2019 for rent of the Jennings County
Fairgrounds. The period of the lease will begin on April 15, 2019 and
go through June 5, 2019 for the amount of $35,000. Bob Willhite
made a motion to sign the contract. Dave Lane seconded. Motion was
passed with a unanimous vote.

Jim Reeves also asked for permission from the Commissioners to take
bids for ADA work on the Government Annex Building. Bob Willhite
made a motion to give permission to take bids. Dave Lane seconded.
Motion was passed with a unanimous vote.

Next, Jim spoke on radios from the highway department. The highway
department purchased new radios and Jim asked the Commissioners
what to do with the old ones. The frequency of the radios would need
to be changed before they could be sold. Matt Sporleder suggested Jim
gather some more information before making a decision.

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024
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P U b I iC Fa Ci l iti eS P rog ra m A OCRA (/ocra/indexhtm) < Community Development Block Grants (/ocra/cdbg.htm) ¢ Pub

Community facilities enhance the lives of residents in numerous ways. Libraries, museums, community centers, and performance spaces open doors
to knowledge and ideas, culture, and enjoyment. In addition to community facilities, historic preservation projects are eligible for PFP.

The goals of our Public Facilities Program are to:

* Improve quality of place
* Generate jobs and spur economic revitalization

A maximum grant award of $500,000 is in effect for all Public Facility projects. The maximum award is not intended to serve as a target figure for
requests for grant assistance. OCRA will review the level of grant assistance requested and will consider the appropriateness of the project's scope, the
level of demonstrated need and the financial resources of the applicant. If OCRA determines that a lesser amount is appropriate, it may be necessary
to revise the project before it is submitted in final form. A local match of 10% of the total project cost will be required for consideration of funding.

The amount of CDBG funds granted will be based on a $5,000 cost per project beneficiary. General types of activities that are eligible for PFP funding
include:

+ Removal of architectural barriers for ADA accessibility
Community centers

Daycare centers

Facilities for special needs groups
Fire/EMS stations

Healthcare centers

Historic preservation

Learning centers

Libraries

Senior centers

Youth center

Find the 2018 Round 1 application and other resources here: www.in.gov/ocra/cdbg.htm (http://www.in.gov/ocra/cdbg.htm)
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County officials give support to Boys, Girls Club

JC Commissioner Sporleder to help lead advisory committee
Barbara King

The fledgling Boys & Girls Club project received support from the Jennings County
Commissioners at their meeting Thursday night.

In fact, Matt Sporleder, president of the commissioners, was so impressed with the idea of this
national organization locating in Jennings that he didn't even ask fellow commissioners if they
wanted to serve on the Advisory Council being formed.

PLACE YOUR
E{E CATCHING
AD ONLINE!

He volunteered himself.
“l think it's something we definitely need to look at," he said in response to Kelly Hatton's request.

Hatton is the president of the Jennings County Youth Foundation (JCYF), the group leading the
charge to build a Boys & Girls Club for local youth.

As reported in last week's Plain Dealer, Hatton introduced the group's goal of building a Boys & + click to enlarge
Girls Club at the North Vernon City Gouncil last week. The JCYF is in the process of obtaining For Move Details,
pledges of support from local government entities in order to apply for a $500,000 Community Block Grant-Public Facilities Program that

would help fund the project. A private non-profit cannot apply for the government money without a city or government agency lead mm"

o srossGrortiversicen

Hatton stressed she was not asking for any financial support from either the county or city at this time. If the grantis awarded; the JCYF will Orall 812.346.3973
raise the ten percent match themselves.

Nairh Veernoa

Phin Dealer & Sun

Hatton will lead that effort herself, saying "l do fundraising. This is what | do at Hanover College."

However, this "saint," as she was called by North Vernon City Council President Brian Hatfield, does not do construction. " am out of my
element here," she said.

Instead, she plans to rely on an Advisory Council which is forming now and which Sporleder will help lead. The City Council has also
pledged to have two of its members serve. If you are interested volunteering, the group is seeking those with knowledge and skills to guide
the organization to its goal of constructing a Club.

The City Council will assist in selecting a site for the new facility and determine costs of construction and operations.

Sporleder suggested the group think about locating the Club at Eco Park, the county’s new 127-acre park north of Scipio off State Road 7.
The park has a 14-acre lake, a playground and camping, he said.

Hatton said the group has "gravitated” towards land close to schools, but that "we are open” to all suggestions.

If you would like to get involved or would like more information on the JCYF, go to jeyf.in or call 812-718-2055. The organization's office is
at 110 S Webster St., North Vernon.

In addition to Hatton, Angi Grider is vice president; Barbara Galliher, secretary; Cindy Summerfield, treasurer; and board members are Tina
Kuzdal, Casey Ernstes and Vicky Lacey.

Article Comment Submission Form
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Boys & Girls Club sites suggested

Readers respond
on social media to
“Boys & Girls Club:
Organizers advised to
pick site ASAP,” Plain
Dealer, May 2.

“The full article dis-
cusses the utilization of
existing buildings. Andre
(Arrington) went into
detail at an earlier meet-
ing on what the Boys and
Girls Club of America
would deem an accept-
able location. I did bring
up the Jay C building,
but they need to have
land with the building for
outdoor activities and
future growth. They also
need to be set up a cer-
tain way that would allow
for rooms for program-
ming. I would love to see
our abandoned buildings
utilized, but after talking
with Andre I am not sure
that is the best move for
this project.” — Trent
Wisner :

“What about the
‘green space’ that was
supposed to be created
directly behind the old
Ruby Jane Building
downtown. The building
is probably for sale. And
that old brick factory
behind it was supposed to
be torn down and con-
verted to green space.
Not sure if there would be
enough room for a ball
diamond or other outdoor
activities.” — Stan Cuhl

“That was to be part
of Stellar, but the owner
and the city couldn’t come
to an agreement on price.
There was grant money
awarded for demolition
and cleanup of the site,
but when the land could
not be purchased the
money associated with
that grant went away.” —
Trent Wisner

“Thanks for the quick
response. Sounds like
you’re ‘on it.’ If they cre-
ate an official county-
sanctioned fund raiser or
a donation path through
the Jennings County
Community Foundation,
see that it gets in the
paper!” — Stan Cuhl

“I know the Jennings
County Youth Foundation
has a
account set up through
the Community Founda-
tion. Kelly Hatton and
the JCYF have some
fundraisers planned and
I will talk with her to see
that she has what she
needs to advertise. Kelly
and her team have been
working on this for quite

_a while. They have done

great to get to this point.”
— Trent Wisner

“Thank you! Yes, we
are working on our pub-
licity with the newspaper.
In the meantime those
that are interested in
supporting our fundrais-
ing efforts for the
Jennings County Boys &

passthrough-

Girls Club can go to our
website at www.jeyf.in to
learn more and donate!”
— Kelly Schiller Hatton
“That would be won-
derful! I moved to
Jennings County in 1985.
The drive-in' theater
closed shortly after. The
first question I had was,
‘What do the youth of this
county do for healthy,
wholesome fun?’ Plenty of
liquor stores. But no

YMCA or Boys/Girls club?

I would much rather sup-
port this endeavor, and
our youngsters with my
taxes than throw good
money after bad for the
new jail tax! But that’s a
topic for another time.
Our community is fast
becoming a great place to

raise a family” — Stan
Cuhl |
“I think the field next

to Sand Creek Elemen-
tary School and across
from the | Community
Building would be a good
place. Roomito spread out
for outdoor activities too.
Yay! So happy for the kids
in Jennings!! They really
need this.”| — Barbara
Mitchell Riddle

“The director of orga-
nizational |development
at Boys & Girls Clubs of
America toured North
Vernon for ithe day and
did mention to them not
to choose restrictive
space. A lot |of the empty
buildings need repairs

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024

and are located in areas
that if in the future need-
ed to be added onto
wouldn’t be possible with-
out moving/purchasing a
larger tract in the future
and costing more in the
long run. From what I
can tell, this gentleman is
only here to offer advice
to to make sure we do it
right the first time.” —
Amber Beach

“Damn, 30 years ago I
thought we were getting
one. Glad it might hap-
pen this time.” — Jed
Barton

“I hope we utilize an
empty building that is
just sitting!” — Tammy
Warren Boggs

“Totally agree. Like
the old Jay C store.” —
Zach Sharp

“Old IGA!” — Shanon
Kaiser Stalnaker

“That is owned by
Trent Wisner.” — Krista
Huff

“That building is
already in use by ETC
Systems.” Amber
Beach

“We looked at the
IGA building a few years
ago. It wasn’t a good fit
for the price and there is
no green space.” — Kelly
Schiller Hatton

“What about the land
that was going to be the
YMCA?” — Requa Fields
Lewis
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Boys & Girls Club
Organizers advised to plck site ASAP

by Barbara King

A Boys & Girls Club
representative says his
organization is “ecstatic”
to bring the Boys & Girls
Club to Jennings and that
the area is definitely mov-
ing closer to opening the
34th such facility in
Indiana.

Thus spoke Andre
Arrington, Director of
Organizational Develop-
ment at Boys & Girls
Clubs of America. Arring-
ton spent half a day tour-
ing the county and meet-
ing with Jennings County
Youth Foundation’s Kelly
Hatton, Barbara Galliher,
Casey Ernstes,
Lacey and Tina Kuzdal
along with Trent Wisner,
North - Vernon  City
Councilor.

He also brought the
City Council up to date at
their meeting April 22
where he told the offi-
cials, “Today, I could real-
ly see we are getting to
the point of serving kids.
We are ecstatic to bring
the Boys & Girls Club to
this area.”

Arrington has been
talking with the JCYF
and specifically Kelly
Hatton for “several years”
and traveled here from
Arlington Heights, Illi-
nois to personally discuss
the prospect of building a
Boys & Girls Club here.
First up was touring
potential sites for the

facility and determining
how his organization
could “help augment

what is already going on.”

One of the sites was
the Armory on North
Madison Avenue. How-
ever, while this might be
a “great location,” Arring-
ton noted that the “tract
it resides on seemed lim-
ited.” He also pointed out
that wusing an already
existing building usually
turns out to be a m1stake

Vicky

Andre Arrington spoke and answered questions about the Boys & Girls Club at the
recent North Vernon City Council meetmg JCYF President Kelly Hatton listened as
she sat in the audience, nght Arnngton is the Director of Organizational Development
for the organization and is based in lllinois.— Staff Photo by Barbara King

Girls Club is about
$400,000/year, with the
Club serving about 130
kids each day.

That said, he estimat-
ed a Club for Jennings
would probably take a
budget of around
$300,000. Some of this
could come in the form of
mini-grants from the
Boys and Girls Clubs, but
most would need to be
raised from contributions.
He thought city and coun-
ty government should
expect to fund about

* $150,000 per year and the

rest from large local and
area employers as well as
private donations.

The organization can
provide “several tem-
plates” for an efficient
facility, said Arrington.
He noted that Harrison/
Crawford County recently
built and opened a Club
a.nd that the Huntington

b wsa% = b‘e.,gne«xzeﬂ
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t1ckets by Arnngton

A ‘dream come true’

by Barbara King

Since the dJennings
County Youth Foundation
(JCYF) announced plans
to build and open a Boys
& Girls Club here, it’s
been “a whirlwind,” says
JCYF President Kelly
Hatton.

Andre  Arrington’s
visit here was like a
“dream come true when
he met with us finally
after all these years,” said
Hatton, and it “validated”
the work the foundation
has undertaken. Kelly,
Barbara Galliher and
Vicky Lacey will be
attending the 2019 Indi-
ana Board Leadership
Area Council & Youth of
the Year Event in India-
napolis on May 9 and 10,
thanks to their being
given complimentary

estate agent; Teresa
Brown, school superin-
tendent; Barb Shaw,

JCCF Executive Director;
and Tom Taylor, JCYF .
Strategic Planning.

A Youth Advisory
Committee consisting of
local student leaders is
also in the process of
being formed.

Currently, the JCYF
is working to finalize a
location for the facility, as
well as nail down costs.
The group will also be
developing fundraising
plans to build the Club.

The JCYF is also ask-
ing everyone to fill out a
survey on their web site,
https:/jeyf.in/mews to
help determine what is
needed and wanted in the




representative says his
organization is “ecstatic”
to bring the Boys & Girls
Club to Jennings and that
the area is definitely mov-
ing closer to opening the
34th such facility in
Indiana.

Thus spoke Andre
Arrington, Director of
Organizational Develop-
ment at Boys & Girls
Clubs of Ameriea. Arring-
ton spent half a day tour-
ing the county and meet-
ing with Jennings County
Youth Foundation’s Kelly
Hatton, Barbara Galliher,
Casey Ernstes, Vicky
Lacey and Tina Kuzdal
along with Trent Wisner,
North - Vernon  City
Councilor.

He also brought the
City Council up to date at
their meeting April 22
where he told the offi-
cials, “Today, I could real-
ly see we are getting to
the point of serving kids.
We are ecstatic to bring
the Boys & Girls Club to
this area.”

Arrington has been
talking with the JCYF
and specifically Kelly
Hatton for “several years”
and traveled here from
Arlington Heights, Illi-
nois to personally discuss
the prospect of building a
Boys & Girls Club here.
First up was touring
potential sites for the
facility and determining
how his organization
could “help augment
what is already going on.”

One of the sites was
the Armory on North
Madison Avenue. How-
ever, while this might be
a “great location,” Arring-
ton noted that the “tract
it resides on seemed lim-
ited.” He also pointed out
that using an already
existing building usually
turns out to be a mistake.
It is more expensive in
the long run as the cost to
retrofit an existing struc-
ture for today’s use can be
exorbitant.

Instead, this profes-
sional advised the JCYF
and Council to look at col-
laboration opportunities,
such as locating the Club
near to a school where
some facilities at each
site could be shared.

The annual budget
for the Seymour Boys and

Andre Arrington spoke and answered questions about the Boys & Girls Club at the
recent North Vernon City Council meeting. JCYF President Kelly Hatton listened as
she sat in the audience, right. Arrington is the Director of Organizational Development
for the organization and is based in lllinois. —Staff Photo by Barbara King

A ‘dream come true’

Girls Club is about
$400,000/year, with the
Club serving about 130
kids each day.

That said, he estimat-
ed a Club for Jennings
would probably take a
budget of around
$300,000. Some of this
could come in the form of
mini-grants from the
Boys and Girls Clubs, but
most would need to be
raised from contributions.
He thought city and coun-
ty government should
expect to fund about
$150,000 per year and the
rest from large local and
area employers as well as
private donations.

The organization can
provide “several tem-
plates” for an efficient
facility, said Arrington.
He noted that Harrison/
Crawford County recently
built and opened a Club
and that the Huntington
Club would be one well
worth checking out.

He advised the
Council that a location for
the Club needs to be
pinned down as soon as
possible and that the
community and its lead-
ers need to make a “mon-
etary commitment and
do it right.

Think holistically,” he
said, of both physical and
emotional needs of the
children.

by Barbara King

Since the Jennings
County Youth Foundation
(JCYF) announced plans
to build and open a Boys
& Girls Club here, it’s
been “a whirlwind,” says
JCYF President Kelly
Hatton.

Andre  Arrington’s
visit here was like a
“dream come true when
he met with us finally
after all these years,” said
Hatton, and it “validated”
the work the foundation
has undertaken. Kelly,
Barbara Galliher and
Vicky Lacey will be
attending the 2019 Indi-
ana Board Leadership
Area Council & Youth of
the Year Event in India-
napolis on May 9 and 10,
thanks to their being
given complimentary
tickets by Arrington.

-~ Members will also be

vigiting the Seymotr and

Harrison/Crawford
County Clubs to check
them out and learn more
about their day to day
operations.

The Advisory Com-
mittee to oversee the proj-
ect has now been formed.
Members are: Jerry Lamb
and Trent Wisner, City
Councilors; Matt Spor-
leder, county commis-
sioner; Tyler Stock, real
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estate agent; Teresa
Brown, school superin-
tendent; Barb Shaw,

JCCF Executive Director;
and Tom Taylor, JCYF .
Strategic Planning.

A  Youth Advisory
Committee consisting of
local student leaders is
also in the process of
being formed.

Currently, the JCYF
is working to finalize a
location for the facility, as
well as nail down costs.
The group will also be
developing fundraising
plans to build the Club.

The JCYF is also ask-
ing everyone to fill out a
survey on their web site,
https://jeyf.in/news to
help determine what is
needed and wanted in the
facility ‘so costs can be

accurately (Téiié'rmlf n ‘Iié’(i;y




Boys, Girls Club plan draws raves

Readers respond
on social media to
“JCYF takes first step
to fulfilling dream;
City Council first enti-
ty to sign onto propos-
al to build a Boys, Girls
Club,” Plain Dealer,
April 11.

~ “Hallelujah! This is

great news for our com-
munity!” — Caleb Rey-
nolds

“’'m excited about
this. And looking forward
to it being built. All of the
kids in North Vernon
deserve this. The one in
Madison is awesome and
it is doing great. At their
facility, you can have
birthday parties for kids
or adults in the gym.
They-have a ‘movie’ room.
They have a lot of sports
there for the kids and
much more.” — Angela
Stone Tingle

“This is fantastic!
Well done, Kelly!” —

“Dawn Shepherd This
would be great for the
youth of our community!”
— Melissa Kendall Gray

“My kids may never

benefit from this facility,
but I do hope that it can
be a reality for those who
have small children. This
is a positive step for our
community. I hope people
will help when possible.
The past is just that, let’s
work for a better future.”
— Diana Daeger

“Amen, girl! Finally
kids would have some-
thing to do in this town
other than drugs -and
sex!” — Kelby J. Donnell

“B&G is the best!
Great news for kids and
families.” —  Christy
Thrasher -

“The old JayC build-
ing is still sitting vacant.
Maybe if you renovate an

-existing building it might

be cheaper and more
money could go towards
the youth program itself.”
— Susie Blevins
““Instead of building
more facilities, wouldn’t
we be able to find a way
to utilize the existing
public  schools  that
already exist? If a B&G
club is simply gym space,
rooms and cafeterias,
why build? Install a

closeable pull-down fence
to keep people out of cer-
tain areas, lock doors of
off limits areas, etc.” —
Nicholas Zeser

“We have been doing
research on the possibili-

.ty of using an existing

building. We have to
make sure that it is suit-

able to renovate and we
would like land for out-

_door fields. We are weigh-

ing all the possible
options.” ~—  Casey
Ernstes

“Great news! This
should have been done
years ago.” — Michael
Aubuchon

“Se .« excited!Z i
LaDonna Simpson

“This 1s fantastic
news.” — Darragh Wilson

“Gonna end up just
like our nice YMCA by the
middle school!” — Brian
Shamalama Schroeder

“l wish we had a
YMCA here.” — Angela
Stone Tingle

“There was land there
for a YMCA and after
years of trying to raise

enough money it failed. -

The land was sold to the

school corporation.” —

Glorianna Pieratt
Robbins

“Can we just get a
YMCA?” — Zackary A
Vanosdol

“Much needed.”
Don Roberson

“It’s about time.” —
Karen Poling 5%

“This would be so
great!” — Cassandra
Danielle Bowling Seville

“Yayyy!” — Sandy

Bishop

“That’s great news!”
— Ryan Calhoun

Readers respond
on social media to
“County officials give
support to Boys, Girls
Club,” The Sun, April
16.

“Boys and Girls Club
and/or a | legitimate
YMCA facility is badly
needed and something
Jennings County greatly
lacks that most of the
other 92 counties have
figured out.” — Greg
Alexander
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JCPR Master Plan 2020 Overview

e January 20019 Proposal

e February 2019  Proposal approved Park Board

e March 2019  Proposal approved Council

e April 2019  Time line and General Brainstorming

e May 2019  Review older plans and general brainstorming

e June 2019  Brainstorm on Survey

o July 2019  Publish Survey letter to editor to promote Survey

e August 2019  August look at Survey (general)

. Study other (CNA, Facebook, Google, C. Leadership retreat, NLT Opportunity)
. Park Board presentation from Town of Vernon and NLT Trails committee.
. Survey analysis delivered as packet to study outside meeting

o September 2019  Present Next Level Trails to Council/Public
e  Study survey results

e  October 2019  Request funding County Council (approved for 100,000)
° Park Board Approval (150,000)
e November 2019  Study Action Plan proposal with Major Emphasis on NLT commitment

e December 2019  Holiday Break
e January 2020  Rough Draft study

e February 2020  Plan discussion modifications

e March 2020  Complete Plan, Present to public
e April 2020  Submit final draft
Synopsys:

JCPR meetings have historically small public representation. All meetings for the last 10 years have been the same
general time (5:30), fourth Tuesday of each month (often no meeting in September=Directors vacation, and Christ-
mas) within the historic William Read Home.

With the exception of the Town of Vernon and the Next Level Trails presentation, JCPR meetings did not have out-
side participation in the Master Planning cycle.

JCPR, The Town of Vernon, and the NLT Committee did present to the County Council in September (detailed Power
Point with hard copy posters, etc. ) This was an average council meeting crowd of approximately 50 individuals.
Roughly the same number of attendees in the funding proposal in October. JCPR Director did not attend public
presentation in September (vacation). Format was essentially same as Council presentation with Mayor and engineers
available to discuss project elements in greater detail. Town of Vernon residence were in general support and very
thankful for the County and County Parks stepping up to assist.

As the NLT trails commitment is significant, this defined the JCPR five-year plan to a large degree. The Council
hopes Eco Lake could be next larger initiative, yet they have not committed funding. The NLT commitment along
with the last cycles focus on playgrounds, will likely lead to the department falling somewhat behind on general
maintenance issues. Perhaps our next focus is insight.

Supplying all agenda's, minutes, and reports would add about five pages per month, along with redundant elements
like survey analysis, and action plan print outs. Council Minutes are provided, next.
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Jennings County

Jennings County is a county located in the U.S. state of

. . Indiana. As of 2010, the population was 28,525 The
Jennings County Historical Society - Home Page pee :

jenningscounty.org *
Welcome to the Jennings County Historical Society, where Our mission is to present, preserve and
document the history of Jennings County, Indiana.

Jennings County, IN

hitps:/www.doxpop. mmon, ountyDetails?countyld=18079 ~

The data or information provided is based on information obtained from Indiana Courts, Clerks,
Recorders, and Department of Revenue, and is not to be considered or used as an offcial

record Doxpop, LLC, the Division of State Court Administration, the Indiana Courls and Clerks of Court,
the Indiana Recorders, and the Indiana Department of Revenue: 1) Do not wamant that the

Jennings County Visitors and Recreation Commission | Visit ...
nitps://visitindiana.com/local-contact-info/41054-jennings-county-visitors-and... +
jenningscounty.net Hours of Operation. Open all year. Closed on major holidays (Christmas, New Year's
Day. Thanksgiving, Easter. Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day) Visitor Information.
Handicapped accessible; Jennings County Visitors and Recreation Commission

Location: One North Capitol Suite 600, Indian... ~ Phone: (812) 592-8087

JenningsOnline.net — our adventure

hitps://jenningsoniine.net »

JenningsOnline net. our adventure. Menu. Remembering Carolyn. Posted on 2018-12-08 2018-12-08 by
ryan. Remembering Carolyn with the interviews she conducted with June and Wilbur in 1979. I dor't
remember when | received these, but | do remember Carolyn's love of family history. I've uploaded them
here, so they can be shared with new

Jennings County, Indiana Public Records Directory
nitps://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/IN_Jennings.htm

Jennings County, Indiana Public Records Directory - Quickly find public record sources in the largest
human edited public record directory. Find property records, vital records, inmate and court records,
professional and business licenses, contractor licenses and much more

Jenkins County - Home

& | https:// bi m/search?q Tty.r DNTHT&umkt=s t vid=3
jenningscounty.net W Q greg
ALL IMAGES VIDEOS MAPS NEWS SHOPPING MY SAVES
3450 Results Anyfime ~
Jennings County Tourism See results for
www.jenningscounty.net = Translate this page

1+ BB LTore A, RISOEREERE 208 THERD

North Vernon

Jennings County Visitors
and Recreation Commission
Information about parks and
outdoor events available. Bridge
tours, wildlife, antique stores,
historic homes and so much more.

221 E. Walnut St., 812.592.8087,
jenningscounty.net. Open year-
round, closed holidays. &

Facebook: Jennings County Tourism.
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. Increase Connectivity to the Parks
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Complete a Joint Trails Master Plan with the City of North Vernon, City of Vernon and
Jennings County

Provide trail connections throughout the region (Muscatatuck, Cali Nature Park, Selmier
Forest, Crosley Fish and Wildlife, other county parks and trails) and to City parks

Add bike lanes on Vernon Street and College Street between State Street and Madison
Avenue

Provide trail connection from County Squire Lakes by utilizing Madison Rail Line
Complete a Sidewalk Study to identify gaps and coverage and poor conditions

Provide better sidewalks and crossings between Tripton Park and City Park

Provide a sidewalk Muscatatuck front entrance from State Street

Add pea gravel/crushed limestone, signage, and drainage to Midwest Natural Gas trails

. Increase Program Offerings for Youth and Adults
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Promote parks, clubs, programming and events

e  Promote clubs on website or newsletter

*  Promote programming for adults and youth by collecting and posting information

on website, social media, newsletter, etc.
@ Provide cross promotional marketing between existing events/programs

e  (Create on event calendar on website
Focus on the development of programming in the following ways:

e  Provide more community events

e  Program the amphitheater at Tripton Park

e Provide adult sports leagues and tournaments

*  Provide youth basketball and volleyball leagues and non-athletic youth programs
Explore addition of full-time park staff dedicated to programming and marketing
Establish programming partnerships with:

e Jennings County Youth Foundation

e  City Festival Committee

e Purdue Extension

e EDC
Preform feasibility study for indoor facility that can provide classrooms and multipurpose
recreational space such as indoor courts for volleyball and basketball, indoor track and
indoor batting cages.

. Maximize and Better Utilize Park Resources and Assets
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Create a Master Plan for City Park
Update/replace restroom facilities at City Park
Update/replace playgrounds at City Park
Increase perceived safety at City Park

e Add lighting

e Increased surveillance and patrol
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* [ncreased maintenance
< Explore addition of part-time aquatics manager
< Add 3 to 5 soccer fields
% Gate baseball/softball fields for tournaments at City Park
% Provide better parking for Tripton Park
% Develop a Maintenance Plan
* Develop sponsorships and volunteer opportunities
% Add part-time maintenance staff

Other Recommendations

Add pickle ball courts

Add practice fields for baseball/softball

Add batting cages

Add lighting along City Park trails

Add lighting and emergency call boxes on the back trails at Tripton Park
Add lighting on Muscatatuck trail

Add lighting along Gum Street
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Add signage, trail markers and drink fountains along trails

Add bike racks at key trail locations

Add parks signage

Ei(pand Farmer’s Market

Explore dog park at burnt down building space downtown

Add basketball court to City Park

Provide a connected walking trail at City Park

Widen the walking trail at City Park to accommodate wheelchairs
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. Diversify Funding Streams
% Plan for revenue generation
e Increase program fees
® Increase shelter reservation fees
e  Explore city park user tax
 Leverage sports tournaments
 Develop a long-term strategic plan for funding
% Establish a Parks Foundation
e (Create a group of volunteers or friends

*  Host a general interest meeting with stakeholders

JCPR Master Plan 2020-2024

Add trash receptacles and dog waste stations with educational signage at key trail locations
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Jennings County Council Meeting
Government Annex Building, Commissioners Meeting Room
March 10, 2020 6PM

All members were present except for Dave Woodall.
Howard Malcomb opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mike Gerth made the motion to approve the minutes from the February meeting. Charlie seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

Greg Martin from the Jennings County Parks and Recreation reported on a quote for 14 regular tables
and 3 serving table for the Dining Hall at $8,015.75. He said the previous tables lasted about 23 years.

Greg also invited the Council members to the Park Board Meeting on Tuesday March 24 at 5:30.

Greg then presented the 2020 Master Plan presentation. The plan is in cyberspace on the Parks
website. It is still in draft form. He plans on working on it some more as he has been busy working
outside. He plans to publish it tomorrow. This helps when they apply for grants and other things. He
also gave statistics on the rural population decline of Jennings County that the DNR gave to him. He

spoke on the aging deterioration of Muscatatuck Park. He reported on improvements that have been
made recently.

Charlie made the motion to take the $8,015.75 for parks out of 1178 for the tables, Mike Gerth
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Tessia reported that the Tourism Commission is asking for $35,000.00 additional appropriation. They
have spoke with everyone on the County Council about this. There was only $10,000.00 approved at the
budget hearing. This will not cover their commitments that they have already made. Advertisement for
the Tourism was discussed. Mandy said since there is only 1 hotel they only get Innkeepers from them.
Tessia and Kitty Shepherd reported that there are actually 5 that pay Innkeepers Tax. We collect roughly
$41,000.00. Mike Gerth said he would like for them to come to a meeting and give an update. Kitty
said that in trainings they have said we collect the tax and it has to go in a particular fund and anytime
that the Board decides they need the money all they have to do is write a letter requesting it from the
Auditor. She read the statute and that is how it reads also. Mary Kilgore is the President of the Tourism
Board. Tessia said Charlie was appointed to that Board. He was unaware of that. Charlie made the
motion to approve the $35,000.00 and ask that the Auditor determine whether or not this should come
before the board for future purposes. Tessia said she does believe that it needs to come before the
board because it is an appropriation even if all they have to do is write a letter. Paul Belding seconded.
All was in favor with the exception of Mandy Creech who voted no.
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Sample graphs from Master Plan Meeting

Physical inactivity in Jennings County, IN
County, State and National Trends
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3-year Average 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
United States ~ 24% 24% 24% 24% 25% 25% 25% 24% 24% 22% 23% 2%
Indiana  26% 26% 26% 26% 2% 28% 28% 27% 2% 26% 2% 25%
Jennings County  32% 28% 21% 2% 30% 29% 29% 21% 32% 33% 35% 32%
Please see Measuring ings Measures for more i ion on trends. Trends were measured using all years of data.

Note: Starting with the 2011 data, a new BRFSS methodology was introduced that included cell phone users. Data from prior years should only be compared with caution.

Adult obesity in Jennings County, IN
County, State and National Trends
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T T T T T T T T T T T
3-year Average 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
United States  24% 24% 26% 26% 21% 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 28% 29%
Indiana  26% 277% 2% 20% 30% 31% 32% 2% 32% 32% 32% 33%
Jennings County ~ 26% 27% 20% 30% 30% 30% 2% 2% 33% 33% 30% 33%

Please see Measuring ings Measures for more r ion on trends. Trends were measured using all years of data.
Note: Starting with the 2011 data, a new BRFSS methodology was introduced that included cell phone users. Data from prior years should only be compared with caution.

Premature death in Jennings County, IN
Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL): County, State and National Trends
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T T T T T T
3-year Average 1997-1999  2000-2002 2003-2005 2006-2008  2009-2011  2012-2014  2015-2017
United States 7,705 7615 7,669 7,535 7499 7411 7345 7275 7,209 7,090 6,959 6,811 6704 6522 6,605 6501 5658 6783 6901
Indiana 7923 7819 7815 7,872 7847 7,795 7,807 7,795 7740 7858 7556 7520 7533 7528 7,811 7861 7794 7,985 8238
Jennings County 9,075 7,020 8580 8,853 9,147 8,086 8,113 0,159 9,395 9579 9,423 10,17610,090 8,740 9,172 9,132 1045711 ,99113,199

Please see Measuring Progress/Rankings Measures for more information on trends. Trends were measured using all years of data.
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Jennings County Parks and Recreation

Thanks you!

Please Visit!
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